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limbs IE medicinal waters, but chiefly that he
might enjoy the neighbourhood of the ladies of
Venice, being a cardinal who if gouty was also
gay. These visits to the marvels of ingenious
luxury were diversions for Montaigne. With
more earnest eyes he followed the traces of the
history of his own nation on Italian soil. His
father had fought in the wars of Italy; his friend
Monluc had made himself glorious by his defence
of Siena; Strozzi, a marshal of France, had
also performed wonders to prevent its fall, and,
though defeated, had struggled gallantly against
superior forces. At Epernay Montaigne had
sought out the undistinguished grave where
Strozzfs body lay; at Florence he saw hanging
from the church walls the banners which Strozzi
had lost; at Siena he inspected the position of the
city with a special view to understand more ex-
actly the military operations; on his way from
Pavia to Milan he turned aside from the road to
visit the field where King Francis had been de-
feated and taken captive. His father's journal
had probably made Montaigne already familiar
with many forgotten incidents of war.

Wherever he went he seems to have observed
the outward practices of the Christian Faith, as he
found it in Italy. He saw before him a religion
which, however abstruse its theological dogma
might be, was, in its dealings with men and
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artly to bathe his gouty
